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Newsletter No. 38 
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First day of school – Term 1 
30.01.2018 

 
Canteen Roster 
November 
30th Emma M 
 
December 
1st Emma P, Meredith 
6th Suzie 
7th Help needed 
8th John 
 Help needed 
  

Book Club 
Due Monday 4th December 

 
Uniform Shop 
Tuesdays 8.4 5am - 9.15 am 
 

Student Banking 
Books collected: Wednesday 
Books returned: Thursday 
 

 
Don’t forget to help support 
the boys with your donation. 

Download the APP- it’s free 

 Canteen 

 Uniforms 

 School payments 

 IOU Notes: these 
amounts can be paid via 
Qkr – General Payments 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL, DIANA ELLIS 

 
On the weekend we had our bi-annual Carlsruhe Fair. This was the culmination of a year of planning 
with a great deal of organisation and work done behind the scenes. Despite the large clouds hanging 
overhead and the risk of storms, the day was wonderfully successful. I would like to sincerely thank 
everyone who played a role in organising the fair and to all of the parents, teachers and students that 
helped, and attended on the day.  
 

 
 
Venice and Africa come to Woodend 
Recently in Art, our students in the Senior Unit have been making masks. The masks focused on 
traditional festive head wear from other cultures. 
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Cooking up a storm        
Each week our Year 4 students participate in cooking. Thank you to the parents and 
teachers that ensure that our students get these opportunities. Last week our 
students made Rhubarb Cake with freshly harvested rhubarb from our school 
garden. 
 
The recipe for the Rhubarb cake is on page 7. 
 
Diana Ellis 
Principal 
 
 
 

2017 CALENDAR 

 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

 
 
 

November 
2017 

6 NO SCHOOL 

Curriculum Day 

7 No School 

Melbourne Cup  
8  
 

9 1 Prep Transition 
 

10  
 

11 Carlsruhe 

W/Bee 3-6pm 

12  
 

13 S/Council 

Prep for puberty 

14  
 

15  
 

16 2 Prep 

Transition 
17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22 PFA – casual clothes 

day Xmas raffle donation 
See PFA section 

23 3 Prep 

Transition 
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Carlsruhe Fair 

27 2.30 pm G6 

Graduation & Jnr S/ 
Council photo 

28 4/5/6 

Orienteering 

29 5.30 Sarah’s concert 

7.15 Kerry’s keyboard 
concert 

MO-Wed / gold coin 

30 4 Prep 

Transition 
 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

 
 

December 
2017 

4 Strings concert 

Book Club Due 

5  
 

6 Carlsruhe Camp 

 
FINAL STUDENT 
BANKING DAY 

7 Carlsruhe Camp 
Jnr unit to Carlsruhe 

8 Carlsruhe Camp 
Jnr unit to Carlsruhe 

9 Guitar concert 10  
 

11  
 

12  
Whole school 
transition day 

13  
 

14 G5 at GSC 

Carlsruhe Parent 
Helpers morning tea 
Sushi CASH orders 
due by 3.30pm 

15 WPS Parent 

Helpers morning tea 
Sushi Qkr orders 
due by 10am 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
G6 Graduation 

20 Sushi day 

Christmas raffle drawn 
Carlsruhe – BUPA Xmas 
concert 

21 Canteen closed 22 Canteen closed 

End of Term 4 - 
1.30pm Finish 

23  
 

24  
 

25 Christmas 
 

26 Boxing Day 
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 
Booklist - Yesterday (Wednesday 29th Nov), all students attending 
Woodend PS in 2018 were given a booklist. Class teachers will 
ensure students who were absent on this day receive their forms. 
Completed lists must be returned to school by the last day of school 
if you wish to order requisites through the school. All booklists and 
other forms are available in 'Compass - Documents'. 
 
In the last few years many families have forgotten to submit their 
lists and relied on being issued one of the 'spare' packs we order for 
new enrolments. This will not be possible for next year so please 
send your completed list back to school in plenty of time to ensure 
your child has the requisites they need for 2018. 
 
Netbook Agreements were issued to all 2018 - Gr 4, 5 & 6 students 
Gr 6 Jacket Order Forms were issued to all 2018 Gr 6 students 

BOOKSELLING DAY IS 25th January 2018. 
If you genuinely can't make it on that day to collect your books, we 
ask you to pre-pay by cash or credit card. This will help to reduce 
the congestion and waiting time on Monday 29th 
January (after 2.30pm). Other pre-payment options are detailed on 
the booklist. 
 
An application form for Instrumental Music tuition is available in 
Compass. This form was not distributed in paper format in order to 
reduce paper and printing costs. If you are currently learning an 
instrument, you do not need to complete this form! 
  
Sue Turner 
Business Manager 
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS : STUDENT / CLASSES OF THE WEEK 

 

JU1 Leo 
For always trying his best even with a broken arm. 

JU2 Isobel 
For always entering the classroom with a positive mind set. 

JU3 Mercedes 
For demonstrating great expression when reading in class. 
Fantastic Mercedes. 

JU4 Damey 
Working hard and making wonderful progress with her 
reading. Well done Damey. 

JU5 Hannah, Martha & Emily 
For being creative and writing a song about recycling and 
then singing this to the class. Awesome work. 

MU1 Natalie 
For excellent voice projection when performing our 
Readers’ Theatres. 

MU2 Olivia 
For the outstanding effort she puts into her schooling on a 
daily basis. 

MU3 Archie 
For writing a terrific sense poem about milkshakes. Well 
done. 

MU4 Otto 
For great creative writing during Writer's Notebook 
sessions. 

MU5 - 

 

 

MoTeam   -- UPDATE --  

 
MOVEMBER IS OVER! 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who has donated money and supported us during Movember! The support we have received from staff, 
students, parents and community members of Woodend Primary School has been overwhelming. 
 
At the time of publishing we have raised over $1100 for the Movember Foundation and with more money still to be counted and collected, 
we are looking at the total amount being in excess of $1500. The overall total of our fundraising efforts will be in the newsletter next week.  
 
Special thanks to Mrs. Minchew and the Junior School Council for supporting us yesterday with the Wear a Mo-Wednesday. It was wonderful 
to see people come along to school wearing a mo and getting behind such a great cause.  
 
There is still time to donate, so please go to the following link and donate! All donations over $2 are tax deductible. 

https://moteam.co/woodend-primary-school 

Mr. Spilsted, Mr. Condon, Mr. Bruns and Mr. Chamerski 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 

 

 Book Club is due back Monday 4th December. 

 Junior, Middle & Senior Units - last week for borrowing is week commencing Monday 4th December.   

 Grade 4 – last week for borrowing is week commencing Monday 27th November, which is next week, as camp is the following week. 

 All overdue books need to be returned ASAP.  

 Books that have been damaged and not paid for will also need fixing up.   
 
Susan Machell 
Library / Book Club 

CU1 Isabella & Lily 
For being a reliable chook and compost monitor all 
year. 

CU2 Jimmy 
For working hard learning his spelling words, 
receiving consistent high scores on the weekly tests 
all year. 

CU3 Taiya 
For always having such a positive, hard-working 
attitude to all school activities. 

SU1 Roderick 
For making awesome choices and being a great 
role model. You Rock! 

SU2 Alex 
Taking on challenges when working out 
complicated BODMAS equations. Keep up the 
FANTASTIC work. 

SU3 Blake 
For his great setting out of BODMAS equations. 

 

CLASSES OF THE WEEK 

 

PE MU4 
Cheering and encouraging each other during 
long jump. 

Art SU2 
For a great effort in art. 

 

https://moteam.co/woodend-primary-school
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SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
Introducing our 2018 School Captains - Part One 

 
Tadgh 
Hi everybody, I’m Tadhg and I will be the new Deputy School Captain 
for Woodend Primary School in 2018. I have been asked to write a 
little bit about myself in this newsletter and I will also include a small 
part of my speech used to get this amazing role. 
 
As I said before my name is Tadhg, I am extremely passionate about 
sport, especially basketball as I play it on a daily basis. I love school 
and I believe I am a strong leader. I try my best to listen to everyone 
and although sometimes I can be independent person at times, in 
this role I will need everyone's help and one of my best traits is I’m 
not being afraid to ask for help. 
 
What I will do as school captain is try my best to promote less littering, I will also strongly encourage putting in goals at the end of the gaga 
pit so you can play cage soccer as well as gaga because I know that it was really popular at Grade 4 camp. I will get the money for this by 
making a crazy hair or clothes days that I think will be really fun. Most importantly I will give other students in the school including everyone 
in this room the opportunity to tell me about your Ideas and I will encourage everyone to have a go at everything whether it’s in class or in 
the yard. Lastly I think everyone knows about the sports room getting band. I will introduce an idea where you write down your name what 
piece of sports equipment you are borrowing the date and whether its lunch or playlunch then at the end of lunch or playlunch when you 
take it back just cross your name off and put it back from where you got it. That is just an idea but I’m confident it will work if we all work 
together because I know how much you all like using the sports equipment.  
 
 
Frida  
Hi, my awesome fellow peers! My name is Frida and I am your deputy 
school captain for 2018. 

 
When I walked through the gates of this school for the first time I 
knew that this was the right place for me. My years growing up at this 
school have been amazing and I want to make sure that everyone else 
who goes to this school has as much of an awesome time as I did. 
Thank-you to the teachers and principals that have been here 
teaching me not only Maths and Writing etc. but also how to be me.  
 
Here are a few reasons why I think I would make a good school 
captain. 
 I show respect to others and their ideas 

 I help people who need help 

 I am proud of my school 
 I know the school well 
 I will try to make other’s at this school have a great time like I did 

 
Here at WPS we love to do things in the community. There is a really 
good community project on at the moment that we could help with. 
You may have heard that the Woodend community has been trying to 
ban the plastic bag. We could help by having a special bin for all of our 
soft plastics and they can be recycled. For all the other rubbish we 
could have a point system for when you bring a rubbish free lunchbox. 
(Having a prize for when you get a certain amount of rubbish free 
lunches.)  As well as having the point system we could try to: 

 Convince everyone that having a healthy environment is 
very important. One way that we could do this is by 
watching ABCs War on Waste (a film about the amount of 
waste we have and what it is doing to our environment.) 

 Decorate our bins so that people want to dispose of their 
rubbish in them. 

 Do an activity where we help the community sew more 
sustainable bags for our shops and our school? 
 

One of the things I would like to do as School Captain, is to listen 
to what other people have to say and see if I can help them with 
that thing. I will respect others opinions and I will do what I can 
to help anyone with their problems. 

 
At this wonderful school we have a lot of opportunities to 
participate in like school captain, junior school council and house 
captain. Even if you don’t get to have a major leadership role like 
that you still have many more opportunities. 

 
I would just like to finish with the 5 points to why I think I would 
be the right person for this job: 

 I show respect to others and their ideas 
 I help people who need help 
 I am proud of my school 
 I know the school well 
 I will try to make other’s at this school have a great time 

like I did 
 
I may not be perfect but I think I am capable of all that needs to 
be done in this job. 
 
Thanks. 
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CARLSRUHE NEWS 

 
Phillip Island Camp - A reminder that we are heading off to camp next Wednesday. Children attending need to arrive at the Woodend Campus 
no later than 7.15am.  
CU1 and CU2 will be leaving Carlsruhe at 2.15 on Tuesday so that students attending camp from all three grades can get together for a final 
meeting.  
 
Our Carlsruhe Campus holiday care roster is now complete for the holidays. Thank you to the Foster, Zumstein, Dann and Forshaw families 
for committing your time to help us out. 
We are now looking for families to care for our guinea pigs and rabbit for all or part of the holidays. Please send a note along to your child’s 
class teacher if you can help. 
 
Peanut and Uggy, our Carlsruhe sheep are still in need of a haircut! If you or someone you know would be able to shear them for us, we would 
love to hear from you. 
 
Recently a representative from Bunnings in Sunbury came out to Carlsruhe with a heap of vegetable seedlings for the children to plant. We 
have also kindly been offered a small garden shed from the store. The shed has already been put together so it would require someone with 
a trailer to pick it up for us. The dimensions are 1.5m x 0.8m x1.9m. Please contact us as soon as possible if you would be able to collect it 
from Sunbury Bunnings and deliver it to Carlsruhe. 
 
Special thanks to Nicole Carracher (April’s mum) for her donation of some hose fittings to help with watering the vegetable garden and green 
houses.  We very much appreciate these. 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
In Art this week the Year 1’s decorated some cardboard Christmas trees.  These are on display outside the library and look terrific. 
 
The Foundation children made box aliens using fluro colours and adding interesting decorations.     
 
The photos show JU5 working in the Art room. 
Everyone really enjoys going to Art with Miss Mann. 

 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 

 Sushi day is Wednesday 20.12.17.  Order form has been sent out. 
o Cash orders due: 14th Dec - 3.30pm 
o Qkr orders due: 15th Dec - 10am 

 No other lunches will be available on this day. 

 Please contact me if you can help. 

 Canteen closed - Thursday 21.12.17 and Friday 22.12.17 for stock take and clean up. 

 Canteen will reopen for 2018 on Friday 2nd February. 
 
Jenny Rossi 
Canteen 
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WOODEND PS GARDENING GROUP 

 
There’s been a lot of action in the old portable site this week. A small group of parents put in more logs for playing and sitting on.  The kids 
were so excited they started climbing on these before the job was even finished!  
  
Then some Junior Unit students helped fill the garden boxes with plants left over from the Carlsruhe Fair plant stall, then water them in. The 
hose is temporarily being stored in Miss Radz’s portable if anyone has time to give the plants a drink at school drop off or pick up time. 
  
Thanks to Marcus, Clare, Rob, Suzie and Adam who sweated it out moving and positioning the logs, and everyone who provided plants for 
the Carlsruhe plant stall. 

 
Nicole Middleton 
WPS Gardening Group Facilitator 0418 233 366 
 

PFA NEWS 

 
TERM 4 DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday 15th December - CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS DUE 
 

CARLSRUHE COUNTRY FAIR 

So Mother Nature decided to add a little stress to the start of our fair day, but with only about half an hour of rain throughout the day and 
the sun blazing by 3pm, it turned out to be quite a fabulous day. 
First and foremost a huge thank you to all of our volunteers and parent helpers, some of you went above and beyond and it certainly did not 
go by unnoticed. This day could not have happened without the support of our families. 
Secondly another thank you to our amazing Fair Team, without you there would not have even been a fair. Your hard work and dedication to 
the day certainly paid off and made it all worth it. 
We are incredibly lucky to have such a beautiful place to send our students, and the fair is one of the best ways to showcase this to our 
community, and word on the street is, that is exactly what we did! 
 

END OF YEAR CHRISTMAS RAFFLE  
Raffle books will be sent home with your children today, and due back on Friday December 15th. 
Our 3 major prizes will consist of:  

 1st Prize - $500 Crown Entertainment Complex Voucher 

 2nd Prize - $100 Bunnings Voucher, wheelbarrow, rake, pitchfork, shovel and other gardening goodies. 

 3rd Prize - A big hamper of different goodies. 
 

POPCORN FUNDRAISER 

We still have many families yet to pay for their popcorn bags. Please make sure you get this done as soon as possible, it would be super 

appreciated.  You can do this via Qkr or cash/eftpos directly to the school office. 
 
Jade Tonna-Dorling 
PFA President 
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SCHOOL BANKING: FUTURE SAVERS 

 

CHOOSE your Reward (8th deposit) 

Note sent out with bank book 

Reward ORDERED (9th deposit) 

Need 1 more deposit to receive reward 

Reward SENT HOME  

(10th deposit) 

Jasper, Teagan, Bridie, Kate, Atticus, Audrey Lara, Lucca, Lucas, Lacie, Lachlan Remy, Isadora 

 

Our final School Banking day for 2017 will be Wednesday 6th December. If your child is eligible to order a reward item please 

ensure that the reward coupon is completed and returned by Wednesday 6th December to ensure delivery before end of school term.     
Any tokens that have not been redeemed this year will be carried over to use in 2018. 
 

LAPATHON NEWS 

 
Only 3 weeks to go until the major prize draw for our 2017 Lapathon.  Thank you to all those who have already returned their sponsorship 
money.  Our total so far is $11,600.00 – what a great amount, but can we raise more?  There is still time to get your money in.  SU2 did very 
well this week, they topped the list for money raised and earnt themselves an icy pole.  Prizes are still going out, so if you are waiting, your 
prize is coming. 
 
Once again thank you for your support. 
Sandra Mann 

 

RHUBARB CAKE 
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PARENTING IDEAS : INSIGHTS : MICHAEL GROSE 

 
The power of gratitude for a happier life 
 
More than just a nice feeling, gratitude is integral to happiness. If we can inspire and cultivate gratitude in our children, we’re doing so much more 
than teaching them to be polite by saying 'thank-you'. We’re helping them develop a strength that will positively affect their mental health and 
wellbeing over a lifetime. It’s that powerful. 
 
Remember how many times you had to remind your kids to use their manners all those years ago? I know, probably too many! Still reminding? You're 
not alone! In the same way good manners eventually become a part of daily life, sincere gratitude will too. It’s worth persevering. 
 
Benefits of a grateful mindset 
The science tells us that compared with those who don’t, people who practice gratitude are more enthusiastic, more determined, perform better at 
school, are more likely to avoid risky behaviours, experience less depression and envy, are more kind and helpful, sleep better and are 25 per cent 
happier. 
 
Adolescents with a grateful mindset are more optimistic and experience greater social support, which is essential to their health and happiness. They 
experience more fulfilling friendships and family relationships, are more content in themselves and with their school, have higher grades and are less 
focused on material possessions. 
 
There's simply no down side! 
Practicing gratitude is a sure-fire way to boost happiness, something we absolutely want for ourselves and for our children. In addition, teaching our 
children genuine appreciation helps them develop strong relationships over the course of their lives, and we know that strong relationships are critical 
to our overall happiness. 
 
Gratitude isn't just good for the giver either. It's wonderful for the recipient too. Do you remember how you felt the last time sincere gratitude was 
expressed to you? It lifts our spirits, boosts our mood and inevitably strengthens our relationship with the person expressing their thanks. 
 
Where do I start? 
The best way to teach gratitude is for us as parents to role model it. When you're feeling grateful, tell your kids and explain why. If you do something 
kind for someone to thank them for helping you, share your story over the evening meal. Like all values we want for our kids to embrace, it's 'monkey 
see, monkey do'. 
 
Different families teach gratitude in different ways. The trick is to introduce a gratitude practice that doesn’t feel like a chore. Even if there’s a little 
resistance at first, don’t give up. It feels good to be grateful, so it should eventually become something that doesn’t need too much of a nudge. 
 
Supporting your child to become more grateful begins with teaching three fundamental ideas: 
1. Awareness that someone has purposefully done something to benefit them. 
2. Awareness that taking action to provide you a benefit cost that person in some way. 
3. Understanding that the benefit of that person’s actions is valuable to them. 
 
There are loads of fun ways to practice gratitude. Here are a few to get you started: 
- Regularly express sincere gratitude to your partner and to your children, explaining why. 
- Prompt your kids to note things they’re grateful for in colourful textas on poster paper on the fridge. 
- Paint a wall in chalk paint for your family to artistically (or not!) express their gratitude using chalk. 
- Ask each family member what they’re thankful for each evening at dinner.  
- Stop to savour and appreciate the little things like a beautiful flower or a colourful sunset. 
- Find the silver lining in difficult circumstances. 
- Relive happy moments together. 
- Ask the kids to take photos of the things they’re grateful for. 
- Keep thank-you notes at the ready and let the kids know when you write one and why. Encourage them to do the same. 
- Encourage a contribution from your kids' pocket money towards something they want. 
- Encourage your kids to help others. 
- Help your kids reflect on what they're grateful for, last thing at night. 
- Start a gratitude jar and each weekend spend time reading over the notes within. 
 
It’s really about finding the right fit for your family. You may need to try a few different ideas. You don't even have to do it every day, even just a few 
times a week works well, though it is good to get into a routine with it. 
 
Lastly, Associate Professor Jeffrey Froh, a leading authority on gratitude in young people, tells us that "the deepest sense of gratitude in life comes 
from connecting to a bigger picture, to an issue that matters to others, and doing things that contribute to society down the road.” 
 
Knowing this we can also be on the lookout for opportunities to fan the flames of our childrens' passions and yearnings to make a difference in the 
lives of others. Step-by-step, day-by-day, we can raise grateful young people who are happier because of their perspective, and who lead rich and 
fulfilling lives because of what they do for others. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 
 


