
   
 
 
 
  

  
  

 
 

   
 
 

Canteen Roster 
May 2017 
11th HELP NEEDED 
12th Emma P, HELP NEEDED 
17th Nadine 
18th Marga 
19th 2 HELPERS NEEDED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Woodend Primary School 
647 High Street, Woodend  3442                          Tel: 5427 2455   Fax: 5427 2726 

Email: woodend.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                     Carlsruhe Annexe:  5422 2744 

Newsletter: woodendnewsletter@gmail.com Website: www.woodend.vic.edu.au 

Compass:  https://woodend.vic.jdlf.com.au FB: www.facebook.com/woodendps 

 

 
Notes sent home/Compass this week 

 Selected students - CDSSA Soccer 
Championships 

 Selected students – Division Cross Country 

 Carlsruhe Term newsletter 
 

Pdf’s attached 
 Community News 

 Michael Grose – Parenting Ideas 

 Celebrating the marvel of motherhood, not 
parenthood! 

Newsletter No. 13 

Thursday 11th May 2017 
 

 From the Principal, Diana Ellis 

Staff leave 
Like all careers, from time to time our staff 
also take accrued long service leave. Towards 
the end of this term and early next term we 
will have some staff taking leave and we have 
already sourced excellent replacements. 
I will be taking leave as of Monday May 15 
until the end of term. This leave was booked 
well before my appointment as Principal of 
Woodend, however our School Council and 
staff have expressed that they feel the school 
is in a good position with clear vision and 
direction in regards to our goals and strategies 
for school wide improvement.  
In my place, Mrs. Brea Terris is appointed. 
Brea is the Assistant Principal form Gisborne 
Primary and has a good knowledge of our 
school. Brea is an outstanding educator with 
excellent knowledge and skills around all 
aspects of leading a school but particularly in 
Curriculum, Assessment and Wellbeing. I am 
confident that Brea will be a great asset to our 
school. 
 
Parent Concerns 
I again would like to remind parents of the 
process for dealing with concerns about your 
child/children. We encourage parents to raise 
the concern with the class teacher first as the 
teacher knows your child and works with 
them every day. If the issue is not resolved ask 
to see the unit leaders (Sam Spiers – Junior 
Unit), (Deb Thompson – Middle Unit), (Sandra 
Gathercole – Carlsruhe), (Jordan Chamerski –
Senior Unit). If the issue is still not resolved 
then it goes to the Wellbeing Coordinator 

 
Download the APP- its free 

 

 Canteen 
 Uniforms 
 School payments 

Mrs. Safstrom and then the Principal.  
 
Working Bee  
On the weekend we had our Working Bee. 
Unfortunately, due to illness I couldn’t attend 
but the wonderful people that did attend 
ensured they achieved a great deal. There was 
a lot of general cleaning up but also 
maintenance and improvements to areas such 
as our fences and in particular the painting of 
the front fence. 
 
It is great to see people taking such pride in 
our school and working hard to make 
improvements. 
A sincere thank you to all of the people that 
volunteered their precious weekend time and 
to members of Parent and Friends for feeding 
the hungry workers. 
 
Catherine Pell, Penn Langton, Claire Hurley, 
Rob Knight, Ed Wilding, Brad Dean, Jayne 
Howley, Nicole Carracher, April Gehman, Jade 
Tonna, Brendan O'Connor, Richard Padgett, 
Stephen Roberts, Anthony Henderson, Jen 
Henderson, Michael Carson, Hunter Carson, 
Jess Close, Sharee Paag, Jill Kratsis, Robert 
Bruhm, Cam McFarlane, Stef McFarlane, Lisa 
McFarlane, Matt Dawson, Beth Eggleston, 
Chris, Tracey, Kaedyn, Breanna and Damon 
Eagle. 
 
Apologies to anyone who attended and we 
have not acknowledged. 
 
School Improvement 

mailto:woodend.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:woodendnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.woodend.vic.edu.au/
https://woodend.vic.jdlf.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/woodendps


 

2 Woodend Primary School Newsletter 

School Term Dates T1   30.1.17 – 31.03.17 T2   18.04.17 – 30.06.17 T3   17.07.17 – 22.09.17 T4   09.10.17 – 22.12.17 
 

Uniform Shop: Tues during term:  8.45am – 9.15am              Student Banking - books collected : Wednesdays 
 

2017 

Month Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

May 
2017 

1  
 

2 Book Club Due 
G6 Canberra Camp 

3  
G6 Canberra Camp 

4  
G6 Canberra Camp 

5  
G6 Canberra Camp 

6 Working Bee  

9-12pm 

7  
 

8 School Council 7pm 9  
Naplan 

10 Mother’s Day stall 
2017 Junior Unit 
Curriculum Night 
Naplan 

11 Naplan 
Open school morning 9-1pm 

12  
 

13  
Painting Bee 10-12pm 

14 Mother's 

Day 

15 CDSSA Soccer 16  
 

17  
Gr5 Curumbene Camp 

18 PFA meeting 7.30pm 
Gr5 Curumbene Camp 

19  
Gr5 Curumbene Camp 

20  
 

21  
 

22 CU1 at WPS 

CU2 at Carlsruhe 

23  
 

24 Crazy Hair Day 
LAPATHON 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
ICAS (Science) 

1 SUSHI DAY 
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

Jun 
2017 

5 School Council 7pm 6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12 Queen's Birthday 
P.Holiday 

NO STUDENTS 

13  
 

14 Gr 5/6 Winter 

Sports 
ICAS (Writing/Spelling) 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26 Strings Concert 
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30 End of Term 2 
2.30pm finish 

  

 

In the last few weeks we have had a number of meetings that have 
heavily focused on School Improvement. 
At School Council we have endorsed the Strategic Plan, the Annual 
Implementation Plan, the budget and the Annual Report. 
It was also endorsed that Parents and Friends could go ahead and build 
the much awaited and long overdue Ga Ga Pit. If you are not aware of 
what a Ga Ga Pit you can find lots of images on line. 
We have also started developing a 5 year plan for ongoing maintenance 
and school improvement project, including the garden area at the back 
of the school. 
 
Carlsruhe Fair  
In November this year, we have our Carlsruhe Fair. Tonight at 7.30 in 
the staffroom we are holding a planning meeting to plan for the fair. All 
welcome. 
 
Curriculum 
Last night the members of our Junior Unit provided an information 
evening for parents. The team prepared and presented a 
comprehensive overview of what learning looks like in our school and 
covered all areas of the classroom curriculum. I would like to thank the 
parents that attended and for valuing the important partnership 

required between the school and parents and how that 
partnership underpins the success of a child. 
Thank you also to the professionalism and commitment of 
our Junior Unit Team. 
 
Mothers’ Day 
Thank you to Parents and Friends for organising and running 
the Mothers’ Day Stall.  
I wish all mothers in our school community the most 
wonderful day and hope you are appreciated for all that you 
do. 
 
Painting session 
This Saturday we are going to have a short painting session 
from 10am - 12pm to finish off any painting work that 
wasn’t completed as last Saturdays working bee. BYO paint 
brush.  
 
Diana Ellis 
Principal 
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Canteen News 

 URGENT – a helper is needed for tomorrow May 12th. Two helpers are needed for next Friday 19th. 

 Emma Putkunz is in training for canteen relief.  The more helpers I get, the more experience she gets to cover me. 

 Sushi day is June 1s with Carlsruhe included.  Please let me know if you can help out on this day also. 

 Thank you to Lauren for your amazing effort on Wednesday. 

 Any emergency phone orders must be paid for the next day.   Strictly NO CREDIT. 
 

Jenni Rossi 
Canteen Manager 

 

PFA News 

A big week for the PFA..... 
First I would like to thank everyone involved for their efforts in 
making a very successful Mother's Day Stall. A lot of time and 
effort paid off with the excitement and happiness of the children 
making their purchases! There will be some spoilt mummies on 
Sunday. 
 
Another thank you to the PFA members that helped with the BBQ 
on Saturday to feed the hungry working bee volunteers. It was 
great to the school BBQ in use. 
 

Tonight is our Carlsruhe fair meeting!! It will be in the school staff 
room at 7:30pm. I urge anyone with an interest or ideas for the 
fair to come along. This is our major fundraiser and is a huge 
event, so we need lots of volunteers and as many hands as 
possible on deck. 

Hope to see you there 😊 

 
Jade Tonna-Dorling 
PFA President 

 

Next PFA meeting in the STAFF ROOM @ Woodend Primary on 
THURSDAY May 18th @ 7:30PM 

STARS of the Week 

 

CU1 - 

CU2 Isadora Scherer-Raetz 
For working well completing counting patterns and 
stating the associated rule and writing balanced 
equations. 

CU3 - 

SU1 - 

SU2 - 

SU3 - 

 

 STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
 

JU1 Jack Gaul 
For his quick thinking in maths.  Wonderful work 
Jack. 

JU2 - 

JU3 Breanna Eagle 
For her wonderful recount about the school 
working bee.  Well done Breanna. 

JU4 Alice Van Dam 
For independently writing a sentence about her 
weekend.  Fantastic work Alice. 

JU5 Dannii McCubbin 
For always listening carefully to instructions and 
promptly beginning her work. 

MU1 - 

MU2 - 

MU3 - 

MU4 - 

MU5 Ethan Tonna Dorling 
For his persistent and hardworking attitude when 
reading. 

 

CLASS OF THE WEEK 

PE - 

FRENCH - 

ART JU2/JU4/JU5 
Students collected and studied Autumn leaves, then 
coloured in leaves and placed them on a giant tree 
display. 

MUSIC - 

 

 

 



Senior Unit News  

Junior School Council 

The JSC have their first fundraiser coming up. Reps will be visiting classes from Monday to explain and put up posters in windows etc.  
Here are some details: 
 

 Crazy Hair Day 

 Gold Coin 

 Wednesday 24th May (Week 6) 

 Donations going to the Woodend CFA 
 
 

Leadership Course 

On Friday April 28th, Woodend Primary School grade 6 leaders, Keira Jacks, Xavier Tata, 
Hunter Carson and Justina Flunt went to a leadership course. Mr Chamerski kindly drove the 
four students to Federation University in Ballarat.  It was a 7.30am start! 
                                                                        
The leadership course was called GRIP which stands for Generosity, Responsibility, Integrity 
and People. The conference focused on leadership improvement and working together as a 
school community. Some of the topics were about being a responsible leader, turning your 
ideas into action and understanding individual and others’ qualities.  The main message was 
about working as a team. 
 
The Woodend Primary school leaders learnt a lot and look forward to using these techniques 
at school this year. 
 
By Justina Flunt, SU3 
 
 
GRIP Student Leadership Conference 2017 
On Friday 27th April 2017, Mr Chamerski, the School Captains & I embarked on an adventure to the GRIP (Generosity, Responsibility, 
Integrity, People) Student Leadership Conference at Federation University, Ballarat.  
  
Firstly, we learnt about leading in the land of Zootopia.  We discussed our own strengths, our own weaknesses, the strength of others and 
character strengths.  I discovered that my strengths include computers & technology, creativity and researching. We then had morning tea 
in the foyer of the conference hall.  It was a well-deserved break. 
  
Once we returned, we concentrated on the four expectations of responsibility.  The expectations are role modelling values, upholding the 
trust of others, responding to needs and developing own strengths.  We then completed an Expectations of Responsibility Quiz. We then 
moved onto generating ideas outside the box.  We discussed other uses of a brick and my response was an anchor.  We worked on ideas for 
our school that were outside of the box. For example, one idea was an extension session for people to extend themselves outside their 
comfort zone. 
  
We headed out onto the foyer once again to have lunch.  After lunch we started with “Turning an Idea into Action”.  We started with my big 
idea which was the extension session.  We answered a series of questions which consisted of “Why do you think this is a good idea?” 
“When should this take place?” “Where should this take place?” “Who are the people who will organise different parts of this idea?” and 
how will this happen? What are some the important tasks?”  That led into Q&A with the GRIP Leadership Team.  This is where we learnt 
what GRIP means – Generosity, Responsibility, Integrity, People. 
  
This concluded the conference and what a great experience.  I hope to take these ideas to assist me in being a better Captain for Woodend 
PS in 2017. 
  
I would like to thank Mr Chamerski for taking the leadership team to Ballarat.  
  
By Xavier Tata (School Captain) 
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Canberra Camp 

Last week, the senior unit teachers had the pleasure of accompanying the Year 6 students to our nation’s capital Canberra. The students’ 
behaviour was absolutely exemplary and they acted in a respectful manner wherever we went. The senior unit teachers could not be 
prouder of our students and they certainly lived up to the values of our Woodend community. For myself, this was the first time I had been 
to Canberra in almost 10 years and the children made it a fantastic experience. 
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Carlsruhe News 

Over the past few weeks the children at Carlsruhe have been 
working together to build creative spaces using natural materials 
on the oval. The children came up with their own design ideas 
and we now have a lolly shop, cafes, newsagent, milk bar, toy 
shop, hotel and some areas still under construction. It has been 
great to see the children working so cooperatively and using 
their own initiative. 
 

Friday - weather permitting, we are planning to head down to 
the river to collect water samples and view the work being done 
to clear the waterway of invasive willow. We will also be meeting 
a representative from the Landcare group who will be explaining 
the process. Please make sure your child has suitable footware 
for this activity, as the banks of the river may be muddy. 
The children in CU2 will share the same experience in a couple 
week’s time when they have settled into the Carlsruhe campus. 
 
Sandra Gathercole, Pam Lenders, Ann Ireland 
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Junior Unit News 

Last week all the junior classes went on a local walk to look at the autumn colours and collect leaves. Mrs Davies led us up the hill, past 
many houses and onto her house. We sat on the lawn and had cordial and a biscuit. Then we walked around her beautiful garden looking at 
the flowers and plants. After this we walked back to school. Thank you Mrs Davies for organising and running this enjoyable activity and 
thank you to all our parents and grandparents who assisted us. 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

School Banking : Future Savers    

CHOOSE your Reward (8th deposit) 
Note sent out with bank book   

Reward Ordered (9th deposit) 
Need 1 more deposit to receive reward 

Reward Distributed 
(10th deposit) 

Breanna Eagle 
Joshua Mcfadyen webster 

Amelia Willemen 
Nina Marsh 

Elliot Summerville 
Ethan Tonna Dorling 

Lucas Evans 
 

Emily Matheson 
Teagan Whiteman 
Isabelle Standen 
Sam Summers 

Justina Flunt 
June Marsh 
Jasper Selby 

James McBride 

Kate Meacham 
Lucca Hunt 

Caitlyn Whiteman 
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As Mother’s Day approaches 
it’s worth remembering that it’s 
mothers and fathers, real women 
and men, who raise kids. Parenting 
is a managerial, twentieth century 
construct.

It’s an interesting time for me to 
write about motherhood. In the last 
eighteen months both my daughters 
have become first time mums. 

Watching them has refreshed my 
perspective on motherhood. It’s not 
the techniques and strategies they 
use that are important rather their 
desire to connect to their children 
and fully embrace being a mum that 
is paramount. All their subsequent 
parenting springs from the willingness 
to fully give themselves over to 
motherhood.

My close encounters with my 
daughters as mothers has reminded 
me how emotion-charged being a 
mum can be. Besotted-ness, fatigue, 
joy, fulfilment and doubt are just some 
of the feelings I have witnessed in my 
daughters. No doubt any mothers 
reading this can easily add a few 
more. 

Over the last few months I’ve 
conducted a series of parenting 
seminars on the topic of raising 
independent children. The main 
message of raising children to be self-
sufficient, rather than to overprotect 

and spoil them, has been in some 
ways at odds with what is seen as 
good mothering. That’s because the 
notion of protectiveness aligns more 
with mothering than fathering. 

However you can be a protective 
mum and raise really self-sufficient 
independent kids - you just need to 
know when kids need protecting and 
when they need to work things out for 
themselves. Mothers attuned to their 
kids and who are confident in their 
own abilities and instincts generally 
get the balance right. In a way, they 
know when to be a mum and when to 
be a parent. 

Mothering is emotional  
and instinctive
Being a mother is not always rational, 
as parenting is often made out to be. 
The emotion attached to motherhood 
drives you to fight hard to protect your 
children, work assiduously to right any 
wrongs on their behalf, and exhaust 
yourself looking after their physical 
and psychological well-being.

As I’ve been reminded watching 
my daughters raise their own 
children - mothering is relational 
rather than rational. You may 
grow out of parenting by making 
yourself redundant, but mothering is 
something you never grow out of. You 
are a mum for life.

parentingideas.com.au now we know.

Celebrate the marvel 
of motherhood, not 
parenthood!
By Michael Grose

POSITIVE PARENTING

Kids want their mothers, not 
their parents
Kids of all ages say, “That’s my mum!” 
They don’t say, “That’s my parent!” 
(They may say that when they are 
annoyed or embarrassed by you, but 
that’s another story.) 

Boys and girls of all ages generally 
love their mothers unconditionally, 
whereas they merely put up with 
their parents, particularly during 
adolescence. They can live without 
their parents, or so they think, but 
deep down they know they can’t live 
without the one person who has a 
blind spot for them, overlooking all 
their faults. That person, of course, is 
their mother.

When kids of all ages get into 
emotional difficulty or their life 
becomes too hard, they generally go 
looking for their mums. They only look 
for their ‘parent’ when they want some 
money, or want someone to get them 
out of a jam!

As Mother’s Day approaches it’s worth 
remembering that it’s mothers and 
fathers, real women and men, who 
raise kids. Parenting is a managerial, 
twentieth century construct. That’s 
why we have Mother’s Day (and 
Father’s Day) rather than Parent’s Day. 

I hope you have a good one!

© Parenting Ideas 2017


