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28 Mar End of Term 
School finishes at 

3.30pm 
 

 
Important Dates 

21-23 Mar Year 5 Camp 
1-4 May  Year 6 Camp 
19-21 Sept  Year 3 Camp 
22-23 Oct Year 2 Camp 
5-7 Dec Year 4 Camp 
 
Canteen Roster 

March 
28 Easter Lunches 
 No other lunches will be 

available today. 
29 Canteen Closed/Curriculum Day 
 
April 
18 Help needed 
19 Marga 
20 Help needed x 2 
 
 
Uniform Shop 

Tuesdays 8.4 5am - 9.15 am 
 
Student Banking 

Wednesday: hand in books via classroom 
Thursday: books processed and returned. 

 

Download the APP- it’s free 

 Canteen 

 Uniforms 

 School payments 

 IOU Notes: these amounts can be paid 
via Qkr – General Payments 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL, DIANA ELLIS 

 
As we finish this term I would like to 
congratulate all members of our school 
community on the work that has been 
achieved to date this term. We have new 
committees formed for School Council and 
Parents and Friends, our Capital Works 
Program is underway and our staff has 
continued to focus on quality teaching 
practices with a priority on Reading 
practices. 
I would like to wish everyone a Happy Easter 
and look forward to continuing to work with 
you all as we continue to improve our 
school. 
 
Term 2  
Just a reminder that term 2 resumes on 
Monday April 16 
 
Canteen 
A big thank you to Jen and her team of 5 
helpers, who today delivered a minimum of 
315 lunch orders. We are pleased to be able 
to offer our great canteen service but it is 
only successful with the parents supporting 
Jenni. Thank you to all of the parents who 
have assisted this term. If you would like to 
help next term, please contact Jenni in the 
canteen or the front office. 
 
Easter Hat Parades 
In response to feedback from our School 
Community, we decided to ensure this year 
we would have an Easter Parade. Due to the 
size of our school, we can’t have all students 
parading at once. 
Despite our efforts to inform parents via 
COMPASS we had some technical issues.  
We can understand the disappointment or 
frustration from parents that did not receive 
the message. We all know that technology 
tends to let you down when you most need 
it. We apologise for this and are 
disappointed that people feel the only way 
to resolve issues is to make unhelpful 
comments on Facebook.  
Thank you to the many parents who 
appreciated our efforts and have provided 
positive feedback.  
The purpose of the activity was about 
student engagement and enjoyment and 

 

based on the excitement and smiles, then we achieved 
success.  

 
 
 Capital Works Project 
This week we are pleased to announce that the slab 
has been poured for our new Performing Arts room. 
 

 
 
Car park 
I would just like to provide clarification and a 
reminder that the car park at the front of the school 
is one way only. It is entry via Owen Street and exit 
on High Street. For the safety of all members of our 
school community we ask everyone to comply with 
safety expectations. 
 
Reading 
As we continue our focus on reading I would like to 
end the term by sharing this article with parents 
about the importance of reading. 
 
See next page 
 
 
Diana Ellis 
Principal 
 

mailto:woodend.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:woodendnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.woodend.vic.edu.au/
https://woodend.vic.jdlf.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/woodendps
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How reading 20 minutes a day impacts your child 
Starting in kindergarten, if a student reads 20 minutes a day at home, they will hear 1.8 million words per year.  They will have read for 851 
hours by 6th grade and on standardized tests, they will likely score better than 90% of their peers. 
This is compelling data on the benefits of encouraging your child to read. 

Helps in language development 
From the time your child is born, reading out loud is a positive 
influence. As your child grows, daily reading will help the brain 
make connections between the written and spoken word, 
widening vocabulary in the process. 

Adding to that benefit, vocabulary knowledge equates to 
masterful spelling. In fact, reading, spelling and vocabulary are 
critically important to a child's lifelong achievement. 

Promotes brain development 
Educators have long said reading makes people smarter, and 
there’s research backing them up. A recent study conducted 
by the American Academy of Pediatrics found reading to 
children of any age wakens a number of regions in the left part 
of the brain. The areas in the brain that become active involve 
understanding the meaning of words and concepts tied to 
memory. 
  

Aids in understanding of a world outside our own 
Reading is more than just translating written words into verbal 
form; it is about understanding those words were once ideas 
in the minds of great thinkers. It is about realizing those ideas 
can be connected to personal experiences. 

Through daily reading, children are exposed to a world outside 
their own reality. It expands their know-how, opens their 
minds and creates the potential for a continuation of ideas and 
an endless number of possibilities. 

Strengthens family relationships 
There is nothing quite like reading together as a family. 
Whether you're flipping through picture books with your little 
ones or sitting in the same room with older kids while, each 
immersed in a piece of literature, these are times you 
remember. 

For a moment, you are all able to escape worries and 
experience art in written form. It is something that can be 
recreated in different forms with every new book and family 
read-a-thon. 

  

http://www.aappublications.org/content/early/2015/04/25/aapnews.20150425-4?sso=1&sso_redirect_count=1&nfstatus=401&nftoken=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR%3a+No+local+token
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2018 CALENDAR 

 

 
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

   1 2 3 4 

 
March 
2018 

5 6 CDSSA Sports 7  
 

8 Parent Helpers Program 

Session 2 / 2-30pm Library 

9 JU3 to Library 

Division Swimming 
Bendigo 

10 11 

12 No School 
P/Holiday Labour Day 

13 Yr 2/3 Western 

Water Safety incursion 
14 Jnr Unit-Western 

Water incursion 

Book Club due 

15 PFA AGM 7.30pm 
Gr 3 Water Safety excursion 

16 JU1 to Library 

Middle - CFA visit 1 

17 18 

19 School Council 

AGM 7.30pm  
20 21 Year 5 Camp 

Y6 visit to KSC  
22 Year 5 Camp 

Gr 2 Water Safety excursion 
Postponed. Date TBC 

23 Year 5 Camp 

JU2 to Library 
Middle - CFA visit 2 

24 25 

26 27 28 XCountry trials 9-10.30 
Easter Lunch/ Hat Parade 

End of Term 
3.30pm finish 

29  

No School 
Curriculum Day 

30 Good Friday 31 Easter 

Saturday 

1 Easter 

 
 

April 
2018 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 Term 2 17 18 
 

19 20 21 22 

23 Class, sibling, 

individual & whole 
school photo day 

24 25 
 

26 CDSSA Cross Country 

Yr 3-6 @ Hanging Rock 

27 Prep Ecolinc incursion 28 29 

30 1 Y6 Canberra 

Camp 
2 Y6 Canberra Camp 3 Y6 Canberra Camp 4 Y6 Canberra Camp 5 6 

 
May 
2018 

 
 

7 8 9 Jnr – Museum excursion 10 11 12 13 

14 School Council 

CDSSA Soccer 
School Council 7.30pm 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

 
June 
2018 

 
 

4 Woorabinda Camp 5 Woorabinda Camp 6 Woorabinda Camp 7 Woorabinda Camp 8 Woorabinda Camp 9 10 

11 NO SCHOOL 
Queen’s Bday - PHol 

12 13 14 15 CDSSA Winter Sports 16 17 

18 Strings concert 7pm 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 End of Term 
2.30pm finish 

30 1 

 
 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 
o Thank you to my volunteers, Emma, Chantelle, Sharee, Jess and Nadine who helped 

prepare approx. 315 Easter lunch packs. 
o Please contact me if you can help out in Term 2, especially in the first week.  Happy 

Easter to all Woodend families. 

o Please update your children’s Qkr profiles as there are still incorrect class 
names appearing on labels and these lunches are going to the wrong 
classrooms. 
 

Jenny Rossi 
Canteen 
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SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
School Tennis in Swan Hill 
On Monday the 26th March Jacob from SU2 went to Swan Hill for the Loddon Mallee Primary School Tennis finals. 
David (Jacob’s dad) and Jacob set off rather early in the morning to make the trek to Swan Hill. He represented 
Goldfields region for Woodend Primary. He played extremely well and was proud of his efforts. He won 4 of 5 
matches in his pool, he went through to the semis where he ended up coming third in the competition. The Senior 
Unit are all extremely proud of his efforts. Jacob said that he played some of his tennis ever, even when playing on 
grass as it was a new challenge. 

 
Buddies  
This week in Buddies, the Year 6 students helped the Preps make their Easter Hat for their parade. They all looked colourful, 
cute and some of them were very shiny. The Year 6 students invited their buddies to their own Easter Hat Parade where 
they had a little surprise for them. By Holly SU1 
 
 
 

 

Year 5 

G 5 Camp 
“Click Clack” It was the train, it was finely here. There was a lot of people and 
everyone was crammed in when we tried to get in. I sat in the four seater with Izzy, 
Ginger and Katrina. When we arrived at Southern Cross Station it was packed and 
we were walking through crowd and a school.  
15 minutes later we arrived at our accommodation we left out luggage and went 
to do our activities. 
Our first day was great but my favourite part was Etihad Stadium. We got a tour of 
the Stadium, I loved going to the coaches box and going into the room where they 
broad cast the News. I also loved going on the actual grass and on the sub seats 
that was awesome. On the sub seats we all had to scream Etihad, it echoed so 
loudly and at least 4 times.  Our tour guide was John. 
After another great day we all were getting ready to watch a movie. I was sitting 
next to Katrina and the movie was Kubo and the Two Strings. It was kind of scary 
but also funny at the same time. It was about a boy, he had one eye and his two 
aunts and his Grandfather were out to get his other eye. The popcorn was 
yummy. It was an AMAZING Movie. 
I was a bit sad that it was the last day, but we were going to the Museum so that 
was good.The first thing we looked at was how our brains worked. It was really 
cool. I liked the mystical illusion that was so amazing. The next thing we looked at 
was the dinosaurs. There were so many bones. I saw a fossil and I touched it, it 
turned out it was old poopewwwwww. There was a lady who was giving out facts 
about animals I learned that you can tell how old a deer is bye looking at its antlers. 
My favourite dinosaur is the T-Rex. There were VR goggles and you could see the 
dinosaurs and how they lived. The Museum was amazing and I wish I could go again. 
So that was my favourite bits of camp.  Isadora–CU1. 
 
 
My Camp Recount 
“Twotototto” (my poor attempt at trumpet noises) Ok your probably wondering 
what those ‘trumpet noises’ were coming from, well we were at the Shrine of 
Remembrance having a ceremony type thing. 
It all started with arriving at the Shrine of Remembrance and then climbing like 100 
steps, we met our tour guide. We had a really nice lady named …… ok I forgot her 
name so from now on her name shall be tour guide. 
We watched a little clip about how it was like in the trenches, and what soldiers 
had to go through and for the soldiers families had to go through, and also how the 
first flower to grow on the battle field was poppy’s and why they’re so important 
plus it told us a little bit of information about why the Shrine of Remembrance was 
built and why it was so important. 
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Then our tour guide took us around the outside of the Shrine of Remembrance and showed us some statues and talked about what they 
meant and what they represented. 
After we went into this underground place which had a lot of tall wooden pillar type things. There were a load of signs that had people, 
schools, companies that donate money to actually make the Shrine of Remembrance. 
Then we came into a really big room that had a super tall roof! It also had this sanded stone that said ‘Greater  love hath no man’. The tour 
guide explained to us what the words meant and the 2 men who built the room. The 2 mean who built the room must have been really clever. 
Because at 11am on the 11 day of the 11 month the sun goes over the word love which is really cool. But now it doesn’t work as well because 
of daylight savings.  
Now here come the trumpet noises that I was telling you about before so the tour guide pushed a button and then the trumpet noises came 
on ‘trototoo’ actually I’m not even going to try this time. Anyways back to the ceremony, so like I said before the trumpet noises came on and 
this little projector thing came on to make it look like the sun was going over the word love. Which was cool and impressive how they make 
it do that. 
 
Later that night we went down to Etihad Stadium and got a private tour with a man named John. We went into lots of cool places like the 
media room which is where the people who write a section in the newspapers sit. The homeroom where if that team wins they sing really 
loudly. Mr Condon sang the Richmond song but my group had to sing Twinkle Twinkle little star, We went into the changing rooms and the 
cool tub room, Also we went into the room channel 7 uses you know the one that has that semi-circle table, we even go to sit in the really 
expensive seats were they were made out of leather and were seated right next to top of the class restaurants and here’s the best bit they 
had pull out miniature T.V’s!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! They were so cool. 
But my favourite part of the tour was the sponsor’s rooms which is LUXURY!!!! It kind of looked like one of those 5 start hotels you see in the 
catalogues. John told us how the sponsors room had their very own chef, a really good view of the Stadium, lounging areas, eating areas a 
bar, basically you name it they had it all! Like I said before luxury. 
The next day we went to the N.G.V (National Gallery of Victoria)! As soon as we got there we met our really nice and possibly a little over 
enthusiastic tour guide. It was really impressive and our tour guide said that every single thing that we saw in there was the original! Which 
added atmosphere to the place.  
We saw a lot of cool and famous artworks, like the Pioneer, the chase, and a man shearing a sheep which was cool to see because we’ve got 
the exact same picture at Carlsruhe but just not the original and nowhere near as big. Plus many other famous artworks. It was really 
interesting to find out that there were so many Australian artists. Because usually we hear about Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelangelo and 
people like them. So it was nice to hear about some other artists for once. 
My favourite artwork there was a lady that had drawn all her relatives that had lived in the past. Then she drew their backgrounds around 
them which was really cool to see all of her ancestors on a canvas all together. One of them lived during the war and so it had planes in the 
sky bombing and her only white because she had to use make-up to make herself look white so she could get a job. She got a job as a conductor 
only on a tram and punched holes in people’s tickets. She also had Great-great-great-great-great-great-great Grandma and it had dot painting 
because she lived before the Europeans came. The dot paintings on it looked really creative. 
 
So there’s a few of the things of my favourite things that I did on camp, and I think that next year that the grade 5’s will Love it!   Katrina CU1 
 
 
My Recount of Grade 5 Camp 

Shrine of Remembrance: Whoosh! The movie had started it lasted for eight minutes. After the movie we went through the secret passage 
(it wasn’t really secret). My group and Mr Condon’s group went to the medal section. Next we went to the outside area and that was really 
cool. Finally we went to the Poppy area and we all got a Poppy to put on the wall. 
Fun Fact: At exactly 11.00am on the 11th day of the 11th month the shadow lines up with the green line! 

ACMI: My favourite part were the lights where you could disappear then come back. After that we saw the Mad Max car, it was so cool. Mr. 
Condon played Michael in a video game but lost. 

Etihad: YAY! I loved it when I got to sit where the people press the buttons and the sirens. We also had to do a scavenger hunt around Etihad 
and find facts! I also really liked when we got to sit on the interchange seats. We were rewarded with the Etihad Stadium Trophy! 
Overall it was a really good camp and I learnt a lot about Melbourne that I didn’t already know! If you’re in Prep to Grade 4  you should 
definitely look forward to Grade 5 Camp!  Sienna CU2 
 
 
Grade 5 Camp 
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By Poppy 

 
 

 CARLSRUHE NEWS 

 

Last Thursday and Friday all the grade 4's 
enjoyed two days at Carlsruhe together. 
Students really loved working and playing 
with their friends from the other classes. 
Some of the activities were building cubbies, 
cuddling the animals, working in small groups 
to complete a Scavenger Hunt and in mixed 
teams versus each other for T Ball and 
Continuous Cricket.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 
Years 1/2 
For writing this week we completed a task with the sentence starter “What I loved about term 1 at Woodend Primary School”.  
Students brainstormed ideas as a group, as well as in pairs, and then wrote about what they loved about term 1. 
 
It was wonderful to read the variety of responses from the students. It made all of us teachers extremely proud of our school and the students 
we have the privilege of teaching each and every day. 
 
Here is a snapshot of some of the responses we received from the students: 
What I loved about term 1 at Woodend Primary School was art because we have the best artistic art teacher in the WORLD! Also, I love that 
we do very fun and fascinating work.  Bronte 
 
What I loved about term 1 at Woodend Primary School was PE because it is fun. We play the best games ever because we play octopus. It is 
awesome!  Campbell 
 
What I loved about term 1 at Woodend Primary School was Harmony Day. I loved Harmony Day because I loved making the Harmony Day 
balloons.  Giselle 
 
What I loved about term 1 at Woodend Primary School was assembly because I liked watching people get student of the week. 
Liam 
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Year 3 
This week in the Middle Unit (Year 3) we have been 
learning about active participants in our community, 
in line with our Integrated Studies topic of 
"Community".  
 
Dr McFarlane, who is a Veterinarian, came in to talk 
to the students about the different types of vets, 
how they look after animals, and how they 
contribute to the community.   
 
We also had Mike, Mike, and Sue come in from the 
CFA. The student's learnt about the safety gear they 
wear, dialling 000, safe meeting points at home and 
school, "stop, drop and roll", and how to "get low 
and GO GO GO!". 
 
Danny and Kester, who are paramedics, also made a 
visit to the school with an ambulance. The kids 
enjoyed learning about the different equipment the 
paramedics use and had a tour inside the 
ambulance.  
 
A big thank you to all of our guest visitors for coming 
in and giving up their time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
The children in the Junior Unit had a great time making Easter hats with their Year 6 buddies. We are all looking forward to our Easter Parade 
and sleeping in on the holidays! 
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS - 16.03.2018  

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK –   

 

JU1 Ben 
For having a go at writing some words in his weekend 
recount. Great work Ben. 

JU2 Olivia 
For recording all her sounds she could hear when 
writing her weekend recount. 

JU3 Jack 
For always being helpful and showing kindness in the 
classroom. 

MU1 Lucienne 
For demonstrating great resilience and doing her best 
work despite having a broken arm. 

Caitlyn 
For taking school pride in our school and picking up 
rubbish voluntarily. 
 
Leon 
For taking school pride in our school and picking up 
rubbish voluntarily. 

MU2 Kyan 
For always being a kind and a caring member of MU2. 

MU3 Zoey 
For working extremely hard and getting all her spelling 
words correct. Great Job Zoey. 

MU4 Lucca 
For her excellent ‘Elmer’ the elephant retell this week. 

MU5 Liam 
For his great explanation about his favourite water 
activity during show + tell. 

MU6 Taylah 
For being a kind and caring member of the class. Well 
done Taylah. 

MU7 Ty 
For fantastic reading responses in Literacy Groups. 
Well done. 

MU8 Caity 
For approaching all set tacks with minimal fuss and 
maximum effort. 

CU1 - 

CU2 - 

CU3 Kit 
For working hard and his positive attitude when 
learning to read and set the clocks to 15-minute 
intervals in both analogue and digital times. 

CU4 Samuel and William 
For their excellent sportsmanship during our games at 
Carlsruhe today. 

SU1 - 

SU2 Olivia 
Showing AWESOME zest towards all aspects of her 
learning. Absolutely amazing work! Keep working 
hard. 

Thomas 
Showing great perseverance towards his learning 
especially working together with his group to create 
an AWESOME rap for his group’s advertisement. Keep 
up the FANTASTIC work. 

ART MU1 
For being cooperative + hard working students 
Great art work. 

Artists of the Week 
Year 6 students learnt about King Tutankhamen and Egyptian 
art.  They watched a video about the finding of King Tut’s tomb 
and all the treasurers inside.  They then drew and coloured a 
picture of King Tut’s golden mask.  Great work Year 6 – it was 
very difficult to select just a few pictures for Artist of the Week. 
 
Our Special Artists are: 
Holly, Gemma, Alex, Jack, Mac, Ezra, Riley, Darcie, Sol, Lexie, 
Maddie, Thomas, and Jett. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 


