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 Michael Grose – Parenting Ideas 

 Failure! What a genius idea! 
 
 

Canteen Roster 
 

September 2017 
14th Marga 
15th Sharee  
 HELP NEEDED - URGENT 
20th Kate 
21st FOOTY LUNCH DAY 

Wendy, Chantelle, John, Meredith 
NO OTHER LUNCHES ARE AVAILABLE. 

 
22nd Canteen Closed for clean-up. 
 
 

School Working Bee’s 
Saturday  16th Sept 1-4pm 
Saturday  11th Nov 3-6pm 
 

Newsletter No. 29 

14th September 2017 
 

 From the Principal, Diana Ellis 

 
Download the APP- its free 

 

 Canteen 
 Uniforms 
 School payments 
 IOU Notes: these amounts 

can be paid via Qkr – General 
Payments 

 

Around the classes 
This week I have again had the pleasure of 
observing our students engaged in rich 
learning experiences. 
 
In the Junior Unit the teachers continue to 
follow up on their excursion to the zoo with 
activities including map reading and poetry 
about snails and exploring for mini beasts in 
the garden. Many of the students have told 
me about their zoo experience and 
interesting facts they have learnt about 
different animals. 
 
In the Middle Unit students have been 
completing their unit of work on vertebrates 
with presentations of projects on a chosen 
animal. It was wonderful to see the range of 
animals covered and the level of knowledge 
that our students had developed along with 
the development of confidence in listening 
and speaking. A number of students were 
very keen to share their scores with me 
marked against the criteria they had been 
provided with at the start of the project. 
 
The Carlsruhe students have continued with 
their work on aboriginal studies and also the 
changeover of campus for CU1 and CU3 as 
well as dealing with the disruption by the 
works that are being carried out as part of the 
Bushfire Preparedness Project. Last week 
grade 4 students performed at the BEAT 
Concert at Kyneton. This week I had the 
pleasure of being invited to their Performing 
Arts class to listen to them sing a beautiful 
melody. 
 
In the Senior Unit the students have been 
busy working on completing their projects for 
their theme Worldography. The students are 
very excited about showcasing their learning 
with their families and our school community 
at their Travel Expo next week. 
 
Term 4 staffing 
Next term we welcome back our Assistant 
Principal Victoria Graham. Victoria has spent 
two terms in the Acting Principal role at 
Newham whilst they have been going through 
the process of appointing a new Principal. 

Many people from Newham Primary have 
expressed how grateful they have been for 
Victoria’s professionalism, leadership and hard 
work and we will be pleased to have her back 
for all of the same reasons. 
 
During Term 4 Mrs. Higginson will be taking 
leave and she will be replaced full time by 
Miss Katherine Harrap. Katherine is already 
known and respected at our school and other 
local schools and we look forward to 
welcoming her full time to our school for next 
term. 
 
Staffing and classes for 2018 
Already there are a number of wild rumours 
circulating about next year. I respectfully ask 
people to refrain from this as it actually adds 
more anxiety to our staff who are also 
wondering about next year. 
All of our staff are involved in the consultation 
process as it is “our school” not my school. At 
Leadership, Staff and Unit meetings we have 
been discussing options for class structures 
next year. This process will continue to look at 
all of the options suggested by staff and after 
close scrutiny of all options we will implement 
the option that is agreed on as the best for our 
students based on our enrolled numbers, 
programs, resources underpinned by our 
budget. 
To assist us with this process please ensure 
you complete any outstanding 2018 
enrolments by the end of term or please 
courteously inform us if your child/children 
will not be at our school next year. 
 
Process for concerns/complaints 
I would just like to remind parents that we 
have a process for communicating concerns or 
complaints so please don’t be offended if this 
process is relayed to you if you ring the office. 
First we ask parents to speak to the class 
teacher as the class teacher is with your child 
the most and generally know the most about 
their performance and behaviour at school.  
The next step if you feel the issue is 
unresolved is to request a meeting with the 
Unit Co-ordinator and class teacher. 
If the issue is still unresolved then contact the 
Wellbeing Co-ordinator and the last step if all 

mailto:woodend.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:woodendnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.woodend.vic.edu.au/
https://woodend.vic.jdlf.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/woodendps
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else fails is to make an appointment with me.   
Sunsmart 
Just a reminder that Term 4 is a Sun Smart term where all children 
are expected to wear our school wide brimmed hat. So we are 
hoping this gives you plenty of notice to find the hat worn in term 
1 or to purchase a new hat before the new term starts. 
 
Capital works 
This week Victoria and I attended another lengthy meeting around 
our Capital Works project and we have another one next week 
with the view to all final plans being endorsed and ready to go 
through the tender process in November to secure a builder with 
the view to start the works in January. 
It has been a long and tedious process getting to this point 
however I am quite excited about the long term outcomes for our 
school in terms of providing new and refurbished learning spaces 
and our outdoor spaces being landscaped. 

 
Grounds improvements and Working bee  
This week I met with members of our Grounds and Maintenance 
Committee and our Gardening group so that we could continue to 
develop pride in our school by further developing sites around our 
school in conjunction with our future Capital Works. 
This week at our Working Bee our plan is to install our GAPit 
(google it if you are not sure). We also plan to make a temporary 
garden space where the old portable was removed by adding some 
big logs for seating and as stepping stones and the addition of 
some apple crates that will become portable garden boxes. 
We will also be starting to re-develop the Community Garden 
space at the back of the school as a space for our students. This 
weekend we hope to mow/whipper snip the grass and tend to the 
garden boxes with the view to creating different garden boxes i.e. 
succulents, indigenous, sensory etc. 
Whilst we are developing this space I have been briefed by the 
Education Department not to spend a lot of money as this space 
will potentially be further developed in the future if our numbers 
continue to grow. 
Next term we will be putting out a call for parents to donate any 
plants or cuttings that you can offer from your garden. 
We would really appreciate if you can come and help us on 
Saturday afternoon between 1.00 pm and 4.00 pm. Any 
contribution of your time would be greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 
Sponsor an Apple Crate and Brighten Our School.  
We have a wonderful opportunity for families and members of the 
wider community to help bring some colour and life to accompany 
the children's laughter during our capital works by sponsoring an 
apple crate in our new apple crate garden. We're asking families if 
they would like to donate $100 to pay for an apple crate and go 
towards their freight and potentially some additional soil.  

Sponsoring families get to name their crates and have a plaque 
bearing their name attached to the crate. Each apple crate would 
get painted by the kids and plants would be donated. If you can 
help please see Sue or Kerry in the office.    
 
Anxiety 
This week I will continue with the topic of Anxiety and am sharing 
some helpful material from KidsMatter. 
 
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/resources/mental-
health-difficulties/anxiety 
 
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/KMP_C
4_CAD_AnxietySuggestions_ForFamilies.pdf 
 
The material below is credited to KidsMatter and by accessing the 
KidsMatter website there are a wealth of resources to support 
schools and families. 
 
Anxiety and mental health in children 
Fearful and anxious behaviour is common in children. Most 
children learn to cope with a range of normal fears and worries. 
However, extra help may be needed when:  

 children feel anxious more than other children of their age 
and level 

 anxiety stops them participating in activities at school or 
socially  

 anxiety interferes with their ability to do things that other 
children their age do easily  

 the fears and worries seem out of proportion to the issues in 
their life 

When children become anxious more easily, more often and 
more intensely than other children, they may be diagnosed with 
an anxiety disorder. The most common anxiety disorders in 
children of primary school age are phobias, generalised anxiety 
disorder and separation anxiety. Research estimates that 
between approximately two and nine per cent of children and 
adolescents in Australia have anxiety disorders. 
 
How anxiety affects children 
In addition to feeling highly anxious, children’s thinking is usually 
affected. The threat or danger they are concerned about appears 
to them to be much greater than it actually is. Thinking about the 
situation that causes them to be anxious makes them more 
worried and tense.  
Children with anxiety may develop their own strategies to try to 
manage situations that cause them distress. Often this involves 
trying to avoid the situation or having a parent or other adult deal 
with it for them. Avoiding a situation makes it more likely that the 
child will feel anxious and be unable to manage it the next time. 
This behaviour makes it more difficult for the child to cope with 
everyday stresses at home, at school and in social settings.  
Anxiety can also result in physical difficulties such as 
sleeplessness, diarrhea, stomach aches and headaches 
(sometimes referred to as somatic complaints).  It can also 
involve irritability, difficulty concentrating and tiredness. 
 
How do you notice anxiety in children? 
At home 

 Fear and avoidance of a range of issues and situations. 

 Headaches and stomach aches that seem to occur when the 
child has to do something that is unfamiliar or that they feel 
uneasy about. 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/resources/mental-health-difficulties/anxiety
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/resources/mental-health-difficulties/anxiety
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/KMP_C4_CAD_AnxietySuggestions_ForFamilies.pdf
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/KMP_C4_CAD_AnxietySuggestions_ForFamilies.pdf
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning/positive-separations-being-away-one-another
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 Sleep difficulties, including difficulty falling asleep, nightmares and trouble sleeping alone. 

 Lots of worries and a strong need for reassurance 
At school 

 Wanting things to be perfect. For example, a child may be so dissatisfied with his/her own work that he/she will tear it up and redo it 
several times.  

 Reluctance to ask for help. Sometimes anxiety creates an obstacle that prevents children asking for help from the teacher about a 
problem with learning.  

 Children who ask too much for reassurance may also be overly anxious.  

 Difficulty joining in. Children with high levels of anxiety may be afraid to join in class discussion, take part in sport or games or go to 
school camp.  

 Requests to go to sick bay. Anxious children often complain of stomach aches and headaches.  

 Fearful of test situations. Some children do not do as well as they can in test conditions because they are struggling with anxiety. They 
may also be too self-conscious to perform in front of the class. 

 

Common anxiety disorders in primary school-aged children 
 

Type of anxiety What that means 

Separation Anxiety Separation Anxiety relates to fear and distress at being away from the family. There 
is commonly a fear that something bad will happen to a loved one while they are 
separated. Fear of separation is considered developmentally appropriate up to two years 
of age, but it should lessen as children get older. Children with Separation Anxiety may 
complain about feeling sick. They may make frequent trips to the sick bay at school or 
sometimes refuse to go to school altogether. School camps and sleepovers are commonly 
major problems for children with Separation Anxiety.  

Phobia Phobia is diagnosed when particular objects, situations or events such as injections, 
spiders or heights bring about intense fear and avoidance even though realistically the 
threat of harm is small. See fears and worries for more information. 

Social Phobia Social Phobia refers to extreme levels of shyness and fears of being seen in a negative 
light. Children with Social Phobia avoid a range of social interactions such as talking to 
new people, speaking up in class or performing in public. They are frequently self-
conscious and will often have a limited number of friends. 

Generalised Anxiety Disorder Generalised Anxiety Disorder is diagnosed when children have excessive and 
unrealistic worries about a broad range of possibilities. They may worry about things that 
might happen, about their own past behaviour, or about how good they are at their 
schoolwork or how popular they are. They often lack confidence and need a lot of 
reassurance. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder may develop following a traumatic event such as being in 
a serious accident, experiencing a life-threatening event or witnessing extreme 
violence. Symptoms include changes in sleep pattern, irritability and problems with 
concentration. There may also be mental flashbacks and re-experiencing of the event. 
Themes relating to the trauma may be seen in children’s drawings or in play. 

Obsessive Compulsive Disorder With Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, the child is affected by persistent unwanted 
thoughts, often about dirt or germs, or sometimes a need for symmetry. To try to stop 
the thoughts the child feels compelled to repeat a particular action, such as washing his 
or her hands or repeated counting. Older children usually recognise that the thoughts and 
behaviours do not make sense even though they are driven by them. 

School Refusal Anxiety can lead to school refusal. When children refuse to go to school as a result of 
anxiety it is usually accompanied by physical complaints, such as stomach aches or 
headaches. 

 
Diana Ellis 
Principal 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning/emotional-development/fears-and-worries
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Canteen News 

 Please contact me on 0411 558 557 or visit me in canteen If you 
can help in canteen this term.   

 Help is needed September 21st for Footy Day.  Please let me 
know if you can help as we will be close to 300 Footy orders. No 
other lunches will be available on this day.    

 The Shopping Tour has been booked for October 21st.  Tickets 
selling fast. 

 Apologies to Na who was incorrectly listed as Natalie on last 
week’s roster. 

 
Jenny Rossi 
Canteen  

 

Library News – Book Fair 

My apologies to Terri Bosanko for missing her when I did my thank 
you’s last week for the helpers at Book Fair.  Terri helped with the 
writing out of the Wish lists for the Junior Unit students.  Thanks 
Terri! 

2017 

Month Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 

    1 Jnr Unit: Zoo excursion 2  
 

3 Father's 

Day 

Sep 

2017 

4 School Council 
CU3 to WPS 

CU1 to Carlsruhe 

Book Fair 

5  
 

 

Book Fair 

6  
 

 

Book Fair 

7 BEAT Concert 
 

8  
 

9 Bogan Bingo 
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15 PFA Snr Movie Night 
African drumming concert  

Footy Lunch orders – 

cash orders close 

16 W/Bee 1-4pm 17  
 

18 Gr 2 & G3 Camp 

Division Athletics 
Footy Lunch orders – 

Qkr orders close 

19 Gr 2 & G3 Camp 20 Footy Colours 

dress up day $ gold 

coin donation 
 

21Footy Lunch Day  

- No other lunches 

Snr Unit Travel Expo 

2.15pm 

22 End of Term 3 

2.30pm finish 

23  
 

24  
 

25  26  27  28  29  30  1  

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 Term 4 Starts 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Oct 
2017 

16 School Council 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 23 24 Somers Camp 25 Somers Camp 26 Somers Camp 27 Somers Camp 28 29 

 30 31      

 

 

School Term Dates T1   30.1.17 – 31.03.17 T2   18.04.17 – 30.06.17 T3   17.07.17 – 22.09.17 T4   09.10.17 – 22.12.17 
 

Uniform Shop: Tues during term:  8.45am – 9.15am              Student Banking - books collected: Wednesdays 
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STARS of the Week 

Students of the Week 

JU1 Bronte 
For showing initiative by teaching a student, who had been 
away, how to use poplet in the IPad. 

JU2 Alistair 
For writing an interesting Information Report on Alligators, 
that included a glossary. 

JU3 Maeve 
For working on her alphabet sounds and letters. Well done 
Maeve! 

JU4 James 
For creating very entertaining pieces of writing by using 
wonderfully expressive language. 

JU5 Isabelle 
For making excellent progress with her reading and writing. 
Good work Isabelle! 

MU1 Charlie 
For making an excellent presentation to class about Giant 
Pandas. 

MU2 Jeffery 
For working collaboratively during science and assisting to 
help his classmates learn. 

MU3 Noah 
For a fabulous writing project about Sea Turtles including a 
super colourful title and a life cycle diagram. Well Done! 

MU4 Amber 
For her excellent insights and observations during science. 
Well done! 

MU5 Stefanie 
For her excellent Killer Whale project and presenting her 
information confidently to the grade. 

CU1 Georgia 
For always using interesting vocabulary in her writing and 
consistently producing high quality work! 

CU2 Nina 
For her most interesting and creative writing about her 
voyage to Australia as a convict in 1787! 

CU3 Amelie 
For confident use of equivalent fractions to solve addition 
problems for fractions with different denominators. 

SU1 Makenzie 
For approaching her school work with positivity!! You 
Rock!! 

SU2 Eliza 
For showing great persistence during a number of different 
learning tasks. Keep up the AWESOME work!! 

SU3 Harvey 
For his great maths skills when working out the volume of 
3D shapes. 

 

Class of the Week 

French JU4 JU5 preps 
Excellent singing, dancing and acting. Fantastique! 

Art SU1 
For working through a rotation of activities successfully. 

PE MU3 
Great efforts and teamwork in European Handball. 
 
JU5 
For listening closely to instructions and trying their very 
best when learning how to skip. 

Music JU3 
For helping each other and Desiree to learn a new song. 

 

Artists of the Week 
The Students looked at a variety of birdhouses and discussed the designs.  
They used cutting and painting skills to create their piece of art work. 
 
This week’s artists are: 

Sara, Edgar, Breanna, Edie, Zahra, Ella, Zoey, June, Remy, Ava, Liam, Isabelle, 
Audrey. 

 

 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017 

We are participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program again this year. Through this 
program we will be able to get new educational resources for our school. 

From Wednesday 26th July to Tuesday 19th September, we can get one Woolworths Earn & Learn 
sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and gift cards). 

The stickers can be placed in our collection box in Woolworths in Kyneton or they can be brought 
to school and placed in the collection box near the office. 

Please ask your family and friends to support our school and help us in collecting these Earn and 
Learn stickers 
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Senior Unit News 

Soundwaves Stories 
One of the Senior Unit Soundwaves groups had 15 minutes to use the writing prompt pictured.  Their goal was to create a short story using 
all 24 words from their Soundwaves list. This week the sound was “OR”, some of the entertaining results are below. 
 
 
“Don’t touch my boat, okay kids.” It was a typical morning, my big 
brother Tim was staying in our 2-storey house. My scrawny little 
sisters were drinking cordial. We secretly decided to take Tim’s 
new boat for a spin. Luck was on our side because Tim went to the 
shop with mum and dad to buy food for our pet tortoise. 
 
“Grab the cat,” I shouted to my sisters Martha and Jillian. Within 
minutes we were on the water, being forcefully thrown around the 
boat. On the beach, we had gathered an audience. Tim would 
chuck us into an orphanage if he caught us. Suddenly, the boat was 
chucked up into the air by a massive wave. Martha and the cat 
went flying! I was screaming something awful! Extraordinarily, we 
survived! I’ll definitely put this in my autobiography! People will 
want my autograph! Tim had haunted luck with the boat so now 
he collects swords instead. 
By Amy 
 
The children were in the boat for a quarter of an hour they were 
getting a little bit tired until “whoosh” a cat drinking cordial with a 
sword in the other hand the cat jumped on the boat and put holes 
through it. The children had to forcefully jump out of the boat. The water was awful.  The parents gave them a round of applause thinking 
this was supposed to happen. The children thought of the cat as haunted and extraordinarily awful for ruining their day.  
By Makenzie  
 
One day on a donut, a scrawny cat called Fly saw Blake and decided he wanted his autograph and he was going to fly over there and this is 
when physics comes into practice as cats can’t fly, so fly the cat went splat into the water. The audience had to applaud.  
By Thomas      
                                      
 
Book Donation 
On Wednesday the 13th of September Sophie and I got chosen to 
talk and have a photo with Mary-Anne Thomas who is the 
Member of Parliament for the Macedon Ranges. We had Year 3s 
came in as well and talked about what books we were reading. 
Mary-Anne Thomas kindly donated 3 books to our school library. 
Then we thanked Mary-Anne Thomas for coming and donating 
those fantastic books. 
By Bridget SU1 

Maths Groups - Designing a new gym 
This week the grade fives and sixes are working in maths groups 
to make a design for the new gym for the school. Some of the 
senior unit students are planning to make the new gym bigger 
with a bigger storeroom, a weights room, swimming pools & spas 
and some plan to have multiple storeys. We can’t wait to share 
some of our designs with you. 
By Kate SU1 

 

Carlsruhe News 

Well done to all our Year 4 students on the fabulous job they did 
on their Kyneton Flower Show entries. The children designed and 
constructed their mini gardens at school and the display at the 
show grounds was fabulous. Congratulations to the following 
place getters -: 1st place Willow and Nina, 2nd place Taiya and 
April, 3rd place Chianne.  
 
Last Thursday our students did a tremendous job at the Beat 
Concert. Congratulations to all on their exceptional behaviour 
and support shown for the performers from other schools. Our 
students were well rehearsed, performed enthusiastically and 

were a credit to our school. A huge thank you to Mr Bromley for 
putting together such a wonderful performance. 
 
We are in desperate need of small jars with lids for a planned 
STEM activity next week. Please send along any you have to your 
child’s class teacher. 
We are also looking for Carlsruhe families willing to look after 
our rabbit and guinea pigs over the coming holidays. If you are 
able to help please send a note along with your child as soon as 
possible. 
 



A reminder that our Year 4 students will be attending the African drumming incursion at the main campus on Friday morning. CU1 and 2 
will head out to Carlsruhe at 10.30 in time for recess. 
 
Our ‘Looking Back’ assessment task is due on Monday. All children were given an Indigenous Australian to research some weeks ago and we 
are looking forward to hearing them give their oral presentations next week.  
 
We are very excited to announce that our hen, Shadow recently hatched a chick who is growing rapidly and being well looked after by her 
mother. We haven’t decided on a name just yet but the students will be given the opportunity to make suggestions soon.

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Unit News 

Students in JU5 have enjoyed making animal dioramas.    

 

 

 

School Banking: Future Savers 

 
CHOOSE your Reward (8th deposit) 

Note sent out with bank book   
Reward Ordered (9th deposit) 

Need 1 more deposit to receive reward 
Reward Sent Home (10th deposit) 

Katrina, Leandro, Liam, Hannah Charlotte, Stefanie Jessica, Jasper, Jessica 
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Choir News 

Sunday, 11th September 2017, the Woodend 
Primary School Choir performs at The Soundscapes 
of our Lives concert in conjunction with the 
Resonance Strings Orchestra and Bupa Aged Care. 
 
A huge thank you to Mr Joseph Bromley for the 
extra time and effort put into this wonderful group 
of students. 
 
The students had a great day. 
 
Top photo: The WPS choir singing ‘How Far I’ll Go’ 
with the Resonance Strings Orchestra. 
 
Tania Dam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFA News 

TERM 3 DATES TO REMEMBER 
Friday 15th September SNR UNIT MOVIE NIGHT 
 
SENIOR MOVIE NIGHT 
Tomorrow night is the seniors movie night, the movie will be ‘Alexander and the terrible, horrible no good very bad day’.  
Please ensure your children have a drink bottle, this is compulsory.... No bottle, no entry. 
 
BOGAN BINGO PARENTS SOCIAL NIGHT 
Words just cannot explain how fabulous the night was! Thank you to each and every one of you who came and enjoyed a funny and most 
entertaining night. I'm still getting messages on how great the night was. The best part is that we raised just over $4500!!! So thank you 
once again.  
 
WORKING BEE 
The PFA are cooking a bbq to feed all the hungry helpers at the end of the working bee on Saturday. Your help would mean a lot and make 
lighter work for all of those involved. If you could spare even just an hour we would super appreciative. 
 
CARLSRUHE COUNTRY FAIR 
Applications are now open for market stalls for this year’s fair. 
Do you have a business that you would like to showcase to the community? Crafts? Candles? Clothes?   Stalls will cost $30 each. 
Please forward your interest ASAP to wpspfa@gmail.com  
 

 
Jade Tonna-Dorling 
PFA President 

Next PFA meeting in the STAFF ROOM @ Woodend Primary  
 Thursday 14th September @ 7:30PM 

 

mailto:wpspfa@gmail.com
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Bogan Bingo

 

Community News 



A leading Victorian independent school is actively encouraging its students to fail, which is an absoutely 
genius idea.

As reported in The Age (28th August 2017), Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School is holding Failure Week to teach 
students that making mistakes is a crucial part of learning.

Teachers are sharing their personal stories of failure and students from prep to Year 12 are learning challenging 
activities such as abstract painting, juggling, reciting poetry and dancing. At the end of the week they’ll be 
displaying their new skills in front of each other with the emphasis being on stuff ups rather than perfection.

I suspect for many students making errors, stuffing up and struggling to get things right will feel uncomfortable. 
But that’s the whole point.

Kids need to fail more if they are to succeed
Traditionally, schools and, in recent years, parents have excelled at 
celebrating student success. “Top marks”, “Dux of the school” and “Perfect 
score!” are the types of aspirations that teachers and parents have for kids.

But to many students academic success means “Don’t stuff it up!”, “No 
mistakes please!” and “You’ve got to get it right!”

It’s been widely reported that Australian kids are anxious, perfectionistic and 
risk averse. They just don’t feel comfortable with failure. And who could 
blame them? We’ve hidden failure and disappointment from them for far too 
long. In recent years there’s been a common perception that failure damages people. Unfortunately, this is to 
the detriment of young people’s future success.

Failure is an integral part of learning anything significant, challenging or worthwhile. Resilient learners realise 
that they don’t always get things right the first or even second time but with effort and practice they will master 
skills, find solutions and gain the knowledge they need to succeed.

As reported in The Age, failure, if handled properly, provides kids with the feedback they need to help them 
achieve excellence. Yes, kids need positive feedback too … but only when it’s deserved. When we tell a child 
everything is wonderful when, in fact, his work is mediocre at best, we give him a false sense of achievement.

Failure takes bravery
I’ve long been a fan of encouragement. What I mean by that is parents and teachers focusing their comments on 

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

insights
Failure! What a genius idea!
by Michael Grose 

EDUCATION/LEARNING 



the processes (effort, contribution, improvement) of what kids do rather than the outcomes. Encouragement 
places the locus of control onto the child, which is essential for resilience. That doesn’t mean that we avoid 
giving a child feedback if their work or behaviour isn’t up to scratch. By all means, we should inform kids when 
they need to lift their game, but this feedback needs to be provided respectfully and with sensitivity if we want 
it to be taken on board.

The real strength of encouragement is hidden in its French derivative, the verb coure: ‘to give heart’. 
Encouraging teachers and parents to somehow find a way to give their kids the courage to be imperfect. It 
takes a brave soul to make a mistake sometimes, particularly when others may be watching.

Failure needs a supportive environment
It’s all very well to encourage kids to have a go but they won’t stretch themselves unless mistakes are truly 
accepted by the people that matter to them. A child won’t speak up in class when he’s unsure of the answer if 
he knows his classmates will laugh at his errors. Similarly, if kids are to take more learning and social risks they 
need to know that mistakes and stuff ups won’t be thrown back in their faces at home by parents or siblings.

Five simple ways to encourage kids to fail and celebrate errors

1. Model failure: Next time you break a plate when emptying the dishwasher, 
avoid negative language (“What a klutz!”) or catatrophising (“This is the 
worst thing ever!). It’s a plate. Stuff happens.
2. Tell stories of failure: We tend to be nostalgic of the past and tell kids of 
the good stuff when we talk about our childhoods. But kids love to hear the 
warts’n’all stories of the difficulties you faced and stuff-ups you made as a 
kid. It makes you more human and also gives them permission to do the 
same.
3. Encourage them: Develop a vocabulary around effort, improvement, 
contribution and enjoyment. Be your child’s cheerleader but don’t avoid 
giving feedback when necessary.
4. Tell and show kids how to improve: Feedback is always best when it has 
a teaching focus. So next time you pick up a child on their poor schoolwork 
or untidy bedroom, make sure you remind them how to do it right.
5. Provide the time to fail and get it right: Modern teachers and parents are 
time poor. Crowded curricula and busy lifestyles make us less tolerant of 
failure. But as anyone who has taught a young child to do up his or her 
shoelaces will know, some things can’t be rushed. Time and patience can be 
your best assets when helping kids to handle learning challenges.

Failure doesn’t sit comfortably with many of us, but it’s an essential element to success. The idea of a school 
setting aside a week to encourage their students to fail more may challenge our perceptions of the education 
process. But it’s a very timely, very smart idea that should be adopted and adapted by schools and families 
everywhere.
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